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At the Rangoon Y.M.C.A. fierce competition for food items was observed
amongst the geckos, well illustrated by the following example, Two mature
specimens simultaneously approached the same food item, a dragonfly, and the
larger upon noticing that a competitor cxisted, turned from the prey and at-
tacked the other gecko, Despite the fact that the commotion disturbed the
dragonfly, which hurriedly escaped, the larger gecko, which already lacked one
eye, grasped the smaller by the lower jaw and clung there for several minutes.
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Fig. L—Iistogram of body Tengths of specimens examined,  Ioni-
zartal scale: hody lengths in millimetres; vertical seale: frequency.

Fach lizard in turn made violent spasmodic sideways movements with its head,
with the result that in a few minutes both were bleeding profusely and at the
end their issue remained apparently undecided.

Whether this attack by the largzer upon the smaller was, as it appeared,
to be induced solely as competition for the same food itein or whether a distinet
territorialism also exists as a contributory factor could not be determined.

STOMACH CONTENTS

A total of eighty-three food items were recovered from the twenty-one
stomachs examined, and is tabulated in the form of a point frequency diagram
in Fig. 2. Facilities for the detailed identification of the stomach contents were
nol available at the time that the observations werc made. The food items
were therefore only classified to the order, and occasionally to the family.
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Three stomachs each contained single specimens of Hymenoptera of which
one was an aphid (Family: Aphididac), another an ant (Family: Formicidae),
whilst the remaining specimen was in such an advanced state of digestion that
identification was impossible.  Of cight specimens of Coleoptera recovered from
four stomachs, digestion was advanced in seven cases, but the eighth was a
member of the Curculionidac Family.

The seventeen Lepidoptera found in a total of eleven stomachs consisted of
ten adult microlepidoptera and seven adult macrolepidoptera. OF the latter,
the bulk of the food item was frequently large in comparison with the size of
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Tig. 2.—Point frequency diagram of

stomach contents. Horizontal seale:

types of prev; vertical scale: num-

ber of spccimens recovered from
stomachs.

the predator. The wing span measurements of the three largest prey were
33 mm., 28 mm., and 21 mm. from predators with body lengths of 65 mm.,
55 mm., and 48 mm. respectively.

Three stomachs each contained two nymph crickets (Orthoptera: Family
Cryllidae).

Diptera were the prey most [requently ingested and a total of thirty-five
specimens (of which fourteen were mosquitoes, Family Culicidae), were re-
covered from thirteen stomachs,

The remainder of the food items consisted of five small Hemiptera, one
dragonfly: Zygoptera, and five spiders (Arachnida: Family Araneae).

DISCUSSION

As has been revealed by the observational data, the habit of large numbers
of geckos to congregale togcether results in fierce competition between them for
any potential food item. It is therefore most interesting to note instanees where






